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From the Editor
The Annual “_ _ _ _” Volume Closing i$$ue
by Charlie Danoff
Hi!
As ever for any human my 2014 has been filled with ups, downs, lefts, rights,
and more. I have been significantly influenced and inspired by recent trips
to Quimby's Bookstore in Wicker Park (1854 W. North Ave., Chicago, IL). I'd
been meaning to visit the store for at least a couple of years and over
recent months I finally made the trip. There are countless print publications
therein to behold and I gravitated toward the 'zines. I was particularly
impressed by the works of Temporary Services in how they elevate the medium
to fine art standards. Unlike this PDF you see with your eyeballs sloppily
put together on a computer in LibreOffice, their booklets are actually
PRINTED! On a real printer with plates, soy ink and a bookbinder. Something
to aspire towards!!!
I have included an essay of theirs herein among other wonderful works in our
traditional columns: China, Open Education, Chicago, Music and Basketball.
Along with a new four letter word I made up and then defined (the subject of
this and all October volume closing i$$ues).
As regular readers know The Uncertainty Principle is a collaborative effort
supported by family, friends and strangers. For this i$$ue I would like to
especially thank our Media Director Ms. Britt Doffyn and her fiancé Mr.
Wilder Cusick for graciously hosting our most recent Petite Soirée at their
home as well as a reader in San Antonio, Texas who donated funds to support
the publication.
Please look at the end of this i$$ue for information about preordering our
forthcoming December i$$ue on “Snoozing” and for details on donating to
future events and publications of The Uncertainty Principle.
You are holding the print version of the third and final i$$ue of Volume ?
and I hope you enjoy it! :]
You can find the first two i$$ues online at the following links:
•
•

Volume ? i$$ue One “TBA”
◦ http://www.theuncertaintyprinciple.danoff.org/feb2014.html (HTML)
Volume ? i$$ue Two “Peeragogy Accelerator”
◦ http://is.gd/openedjam (PDF hosted on Google Drive)

Thank you for reading and your attention.
Charlie Danoff
Chicago, Illinois, USA
10 November 2014
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_ _ _ _
is-is
adjective
1. used to describe something that is fake, as in “look at that isis
counterfeit Gucci” and/or “you see that hella isis Chicagolandian
wearing the Yankees hat?”.

China
Notes from China
by Stephen Chappell
The following is Stephen's regular column detailing notes from his life in
China. This installment was distributed in April 2014. This article is
Copyright © 2014 by Stephen Chappell. All rights reserved. Republished with
permission of the author.
One of the major investments for any person or couple in Canada is the
purchase of a house. This is also the case in modern China. Before the
opening up and reform policy in the early eighties workers in stateowned
enterprises and all government employees were provided with public sector
housing almost free of charge by their work units (danwei). By the end of the
1990’s the housing system in China had changed radically. For example a large
share of the public sector housing had been sold off to sitting tenents at
bargain prices and a major portion of new housing construction had been
bought by work units and then resold at lower prices to their employees. This
policy came to an end in 1998. Subsequent changes in housing policy put new
entrants into the housing market at a marked disadvantage. Prices for new
housing units have risen steadily over the years, with some large cities such
as Beijing and Shanghai experiencing exponential increases, with housing
prices often 1020 times family income. However the government has introduced
a series of polices to encourage home ownership and affordability. One of
these is called the Housing Provident Fund, established nation wide in the
mid 1990’s.
The Fund is designed to ensure that citizens save some money in order to buy
a house or an apartment, with contributions being mandatory and coming from
both employer and employee. The employer will generally contribute between 7
and 13 percent of the employee’s salary (even higher in some cities), with in
most cases a matching amount from the employee. This policy covers all
Government sectors, State owned enterprises and most large and medium sized
companies in the private sector. When the employee wishes to purchase a house
or apartment, the money in the housing fund can be used to pay the initial
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down payment and it also can be used to pay back the loan to the bank. In
addition by producing evidence that funds have been accumulated in a person’s
fund, the bank may provide a lower rate of interest on the loan. Upon
retirement, any remaining balance in the fund can be withdrawn tax free and
used for any purpose by the individual. However the interest paid on the fund
is rather minimal.
Recently a Chinese friend of mine and her husband purchased a new apartment
in Anqing. I was very curious as to how this national policy worked for them.
They are both public employees and have been working for more than 20 years
so consequently had quite a nice little stash in their respective funds. To
my surprise I found out that nowadays the fund cannot be used for the down
payment, but only supplement the purchase price and monthly mortgage
payments. Down payments here are rather steep compared to Canadian
requirements, about 30% of the sale price for a first time buyer.
My friend and her husband paid about 960,000 Chinese Yuan1 ($170,000 Can.) and
thus had to come up with about 260,000 Yuan ($45,500 Can.) as a down payment
before accessing their housing fund. The amount in the fund was approximately
260,000 Yuan so they are left with a mortgage of about 440,000 Yuan($77,000
Can.). “Then how can a young couple afford to buy a new house if they cannot
use the housing fund for the down payment” I asked. ”They must depend on
their parents for that” my friend replied. “That generation was very thrifty
and knew how to save money and they are generally most willing to help their
only child”2 she added.
In Canada it seems to be a constant preoccupation with the government as to
how to encourage Canadians to save more whether for their retirement or the
purchase of a house. Most schemes that I am aware of are voluntary such as
RRSPs, TFSAs, RESPs, etc. I am sure that any attempt by the government,
either Federal or Provincial, to institute such a mandatory program as
China’s would meet stiff resistance from the public not to mention the banks.
However considering the whopping amount such a fund could generate,
governments might be rather pleased, as long as they did not have to match
contributions.

Open Education
The Access Compromise and the 5th R
by David Wiley
This material was created by David Wiley and published freely under a
Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported license at:
http://opencontent.org/blog/archives/3221 (5 March 2014).
1

2

In China most apartments are bought with nothing but bare concrete walls. The owner
must then “decorate” the house as the Chinese call it. This includes building
bathrooms, kitchens, and walls, installing plumbing and electrical services. This
of course is not included in the purchase price. However there is a trend in the
larger cities to buy finished units. My friend estimates the “decoration costs” to
run between 250,000300,000 Yuan ($45,00052,000Can.). The apartment is 160 square
meters.
In the early 1980’s the Chinese Government introduced the Family Planning or “One
Child Policy” so most urban residents have only one child.
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It’s been seven years3 since I introduced the 4Rs framework for thinking about
the bundle of permissions that define an open educational resource, or OER.
The framework of permitted activities – reuse, revise, remix, and
redistribute – has gained some traction in the field, and I’m happy that
people have found it useful. The 4Rs play a critical role in my own thinking
about OER, and my operational definition of OER now includes two main
criteria: (1) free and unfettered access to the resource, and (2) whatever
copyright permissions are necessary for users to engage in the 4R activities.
But while the framework has served the field well – and has shaped my own
thinking, too – I believe the time has come to expand it.
A year ago I wrote a piece on adaptive instructional systems, and how
publishers are moving away from selling content to leasing access to services
as a way of responding to the threat to their business models posed by open
educational resources. I called it an “attack on personal property”:
When you own a copy, the publisher completely loses control over it.
When you subscribe to content through a digital service (like an
adaptive learning service), the publisher achieves complete and perfect
control over you and your use of their content.
Over the last year my thinking about the attack on personal property has
slowly expanded and generalized to include not just publishers, but our own
campuses as well. Last month I wrote about “disappearing ink,” 4 a way of
characterizing the way that postsecondary institutions are trying to
increase the affordability of required textbooks by decreasing student access
to them. Specifically, campuses have initiated a number of programs like
textbook buyback, textbook rental, digital subscription programs, and
DRMladen ebook programs, each of which results in students completely losing
access to their required textbooks at the end of term. The more I’ve pondered
the disappearing ink strategy, the more it has bothered me. I can understand
commercial publishers acting in a way that favors business over learning, but
not our campuses.
The Access Compromise
Earlier this week I had the opportunity to speak to a group of librarians at
the annual SPARC conference. As I prepared for that talk, and after a great
conversation with Nicole Allen of SPARC, I began thinking about this broader
problem from the library perspective. I slowly came to see that libraries
represent a compromise made centuries ago under a different set of
circumstances.
There was a time before the invention of the printing press when books were
unfathomably expensive – costing a full year’s wages or more for a single
volume. In this historical context where ownership of books by normal people
was utterly impossible – unimaginable, even – we compromised. We said, let’s
gather books together in a single place and provide access to them. That
access was limited to the privileged at first, but over time we have slowly
but surely worked to democratize access to books through libraries.
Foregoing the idea of ownership and instead promoting the idea of access made
sense in a world where books were incredibly scarce and new copies were too
3
4

http://opencontent.org/blog/archives/355
http://opencontent.org/blog/archives/3192
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expensive for anyone but royalty to commission. However, in a world where
books, journal articles, and other educational resources can be copied and
distributed instantly and at essentially no cost, the “access compromise”
doesn’t seem like such a bargain anymore.
Unfortunately, in the higher education textbook market we see this historical
story playing in reverse. Books that were once affordable enough to be owned
by students have climbed in price to a point where we find our own
institutions trying to persuade students to make the access compromise. That
should have been the trigger. It’s past time to turn the higher education
textbook conversation away from access and back to personal ownership and
individual control of learning content.
The 5th R
Which brings us back to OER. There is no possible short or mediumterm
future in which commercial publishers do what is economically and technically
necessary to make it possible for students to actually own their learning
content. This means that any advances toward ownership will have to come from
the field of open education.
Unfortunately, we the field of open education have completely bought into the
access compromise. There’s not a single definition of OER I’m aware of –
including my own – that speaks directly to issues of ownership. Yes,
ownership is sort of implied in the “reuse” R, and is legally permitted by
open licenses. But for all of their willingness to share access to open
educational resources, how many OER publishers go out of their way to make it
easy for you to grab a copy of their OER that you can own and control
forever? How many OER publishers enable access but go out of their way to
frustrate copying? How many more OER publishers seem to have never given a
second thought to users wanting to own copies, seeing no need to offer
anything beyond access?
This leads me to feel that the time has come to add a 5th R to my framework –
“retain.” Hopefully this 5th R will elevate the ownership conversation in the
open education community, allowing us to talk about it explicitly and begin
the work necessary to support and enable it directly.
The 5Rs of Openness
– Retain – the right to make, own, and control copies of the content
– Reuse – the right to use the content in a wide range of ways (e.g.,
in a class, in a study group, on a website, in a video)
– Revise – the right to adapt, adjust, modify, or alter the content
itself (e.g., translate the content into another language)
– Remix – the right to combine the original or revised content with
other open content to create something new (e.g., incorporate the
content into a mashup)
– Redistribute – the right to share copies of the original content,
your revisions, or your remixes with others (e.g., give a copy of the
content to a friend)

Basketball
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Odds on Winning the NBA Finals
by Charlie Danoff
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

|
|
|
|
|
|
|

San Antonio
Oklahoma City
Chicago
LA Clippers
Cleveland
Dallas
Memphis

30%
20%
15%
10%
8%
5%
4%

8
9
10
10

|
|
|
|

Houston
New Orleans
Portland
Golden State

3%
2%
.5%
.5%

The remaining 2% is spread somehow
between all the remaining teams.

Music
The Top 9.6 Performances of Pitchfork 2014
“The Pitchfork Music Festival is a threeday event showcasing over forty acts
across three stages, with a goal of providing an overwhelmingly positive,
comfortable and fun experience for both the attendees and the artists.” so
begins the gratis Pocket Guide & Activity Book provided to attendees at the
July 18 – 20, 2014 fest. The concert rankings by me were written in the
“NOTES” section at the back of the book.
See the “MISSED CONNECTION
MAD LIBS!” on the cover of
The Uncertainty Principle
Volume ? i$$ue Two “The
Peeragogy Accelerator”
ebook edition
(http://is.gd/openedjam)
published on 25 July 2014
for more fun work in the
Pocket Guide & Activity
Book.

Chicago
And Now We Take
Our Leave:
An Introduction by
Temporary Services
with contributions by
Courtney Dailey, Alexis
Petroff, Joseph Roberstson,
Jen Hofer, Eric Steen,
Christian Ettinger,
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Platform, Liberate Tate, The Center For Tactical Magic, and Nils Norman .
The following pages were taken from Mobile Phenomena by Temporary Services.
Published by Half Letter Press. Copyright © 2012 by Temporary Services and
Half Letter Press, LLC.
Some rights reserved. You are free to share, to copy, distribute, display,
and perform the work, under the following conditions:
• Attribution. You must attribute this work to Temporary Services and the
contributors, and include the full title of the book, publisher, and
year of publication.
• Noncommercial. You may not use this work for commercial purposes.
• No Derivative Works. You may not alter, transform, or build upon this
work.
• For any reuse or distribution, you must make clear to others the
license terms of this work.
• Any of these conditions can be waived if you get permission from the
copyright holder.
You can buy the booklet and/or PDF edition at the Half Letter Press website
here http://www.halfletterpress.com/mobilephenomena/.

I'm an ant
by Marwaan Fateen
Marwan is a poet based in Chicago. You can find more of his work, including
info on buying his debut book of Poetry at the Ignigma Publishing website
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http://ignigma.com.

This poem and drawing by Marwan was taken from the website5 and is Copyright ©
5

http://ignigma.com/2013/01/09/imanantcomposition/
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2013 by Marwan Fateen. All rights reserved.
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Letters
I want to start a
thriving letter column!
Please mail letters to
the editor to:
Attn: The Uncertainty
Principle
c/o Danoff
3941 N Pine Grove Ave.
#609
Chicago, IL 606133356,
USA
and include your name,
zip/postal code and
country of current
residence. Only letters
mailed will be
considered for
printing.
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Old Stuff from The U.P.
Issues One – Six
Title

First
Published

Cost | # Available
for Sale

“Women”

13 Dec. '09

“Space”

13 Feb. '10

Not currently
available for sale

“Vision”

13 Apr. '10

“Reality”

13 Jun. '10

“Popcorn”

13 Aug. '10

“_ _ _ _”

13 Oct. '10

Volume Two
Title

First
Published

Cost | # Available
for Sale

“There is no
Uncertainty
Principle.”

13 Dec. '10

Not currently
available for sale

“Solipsism”

13 Feb. '11

“Math(s)”

13 Apr. '11

“Video Games”

13 Jun. '11

“Faire le mal pour
le plaisir de la
faire”

13 Aug. '11

“_ _ _ _”

13 Oct. '11

Volume Orange
Title

First
Published

Cost | # Available
for Sale

“3 Photo Photo
Essays”

13 Dec. '11

Not currently
available for sale

“Crossroads”

13 Feb. '12

“Odd”

13 Apr. '12

“Over the Horizon”

6 Jul. '12

“Sports”

18 Aug. '11

“_ _ _ _”

19 Oct. '12

Volume Four
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Title

First
Published

Cost | # Available
for Sale

“Chicago”

30 Dec. '12

“Entrepreneurship”

27 Apr. '13

Not currently
available for sale

“Entropy/_ _ _ _”

2 Nov. '13

Volume ?
Title

First
Published

Cost | # Available
for Sale

“TBA”

1 Feb. '14

“The Peeragogy
Accelerator”

25 Jul. '14

Not currently
available for sale

“_ _ _ _”

27 Oct. '14

Audio
Title

First
Published

Download

Cost | #
Available for
Sale

Uncertainty
Principle Demo

2012

http://is.gd/updemo

Free

Some of the back i$$ues can be read and downloaded for free at
http://theup.biz.

U.P.coming / Events of Note
•

Thursday, November 13th, 2014
◦ Information on preording the December i$$ue on “Snoozing” to have
it mailed to you will be published at http://theup.biz

•

Saturday, December 13th, 2014
◦ The December i$$ue of The Uncertainty Principle will be published
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